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FAMISHING  POOR  OF  THE  SOUTH  AND  SOUTHWEST. 


The  House  having  under  consideration  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  famishing  poor  of  the  South  and 
Southwest — 

Mr.  BOYER  said: 

Mr.  Chairman:  I  trust  that  this  joint  reso¬ 
lution  will  be  adopted  ;  that  it  will  be  passed 
promptly  and  with  unanimity.  I  am  not 
deterred  from  supporting  it  by  the  reasons 
given  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr. 
Williams,]  based  upon  the  fact  that  those  who 
are  to  be  the  recipients  of  this  bounty  are 
the  families  of  rebels ;  nor  by  the  arguments 
of  the  two  gentlemen  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Wood  and  Mr.  Chanler,]  that  this  fund  is  to 
be  distributed  through  the  Freedmen’s  Bureau  ; 
that  charity  has  not  been  asked  at  our  hands 
by  the  starving  population  of  the  South  through 
any  direct  appeal  of  their  own  ;  that  the  amount 
proposed  to  be  appropriated  is  not  sufficient 
in  amount  to  afford  the  required  relief  for  the 
distresses  which  exist ;  and  that  it  is  likely  to 
be  misappropriated.  None  of  these  reasons 
which  have  been  given  by  one  or  the  other  of 
these  gentlemen  for  their  opposition  to  this 
measure  shall  influence  me  to  withhold  from  it 
my  vote. 

Mr.  Chairman,  twenty  years  ago,  the  Par¬ 
liament  of  Great  Britain  voted  $50,000,000 
for  the  relief  of  the  starving  population  of 
Ireland.  We  are  asked  to-day  to  appropriate 
but  $1,000,000  for  the  relief  of  the  starving 
people  of  the  South,  but  one  fiftieth  part  of  the 
amount  which  the  distresses  of  rebellious  Ire¬ 
land  extorted  from  the  humanity  of  monarch¬ 
ical  England.  And  shall  it  be  said  that  the 
great  Republic  of  America  is  less  merciful  to 
her  perishing  children  than  was  that  nation 
whom  we  have  been  accustomed  to  denounce 
as  the  tyrant  of  the  Indies  and  the  oppressor 
of  Ireland? 

If  the  channel  which  is  provided  in  this  reso¬ 
lution  for  the  distribution  of  the  fund  be 
objectionable,  the  answer  is  that  it  is  the  only 
channel  immediately  available  for  the  purpose. 
If  gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House  are 
opposed  to  the  Freedmen’s  Bureau,  let  them 
not  object  to  its  being  converted  into  an  instru¬ 


mentality  of  usefulness  and  mercy.  I  accept  the 
Freedmen’ s  Bureau  in  this  instance  as  the  mean  s 
of  distribution,  because  the  want  to  be  supplied 
is  immediate  and  pressing,  and  there  is  no 
other  available  instrumentality  at  hand.  While 
we  are  talking  some  of  our  countrymen  at  the 
south  are  gasping,  it  may  be,  in  the  agonies 
of  death  for  want  of  the  food  which  we  are 
asked  out  of  our  abundance  to  bestow  upon 
them.  The  Freedmen’s  Bureau,  if  it  honestly 
distribute  this  fund,  is  the  very  best  agency 
by  which  it  can  be  dispensed,  because  it  is 
already  organized  and  in  actual  operation, 
and  because  its  agents  are  now  residing  at  the 
South  and  understand  the  immediate  neces¬ 
sities  of  the  particular  localities  in  which  they 
happen  to  be  stationed. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  shall  not  stop  to  inquire 
whether  the  agents  of  the  Freedmen’s  Bureau 
will  misappropriate  this  fund  or  not.  I  shall 
not  stop  to  make  this  inquiry,  because  I  feel 
certain  that  a  portion  of  the  money  at  least  will 
reach  those  for  whom  it  is  intended.  And  if 
but  one  half  of  this  charity  shall  reach  the  suf¬ 
fering  poor  for  whom  it  is  designed  I  should 
vote  for  it,  even  although  the  other  half  should 
stick  to  the  hands  of  the  agents  of  the  Freed¬ 
men’s  Bureau.  But  what  right  have  we  with¬ 
out  proof  to  presume  that  any  portion  of  this 
fund  will  be  misappropriated  ?  We  should  have 
some  evidence  of  that  fact,  before  in  a  crisis 
like  this  we  undertake  on  mere  suspicion  to 
withhold  bread  from  the  mouths  of  the  starving 
people  of  any  portion  of  our  country.  They 
must  get  it  in  this  way  or  not  at  all. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Chan- 
ler]  opposes  the  resolution  because  he  says  it 
does  not  provide  a  sufficient  amount  to  relieve 
the  distresses  which  he  knows  exist.  If,  then, 
the  necessities  of  the  South  are  so  great  that 
for  the  purpose  of  preserving  its  population 
from  starvation  more  than  $1,000,000  is  needed, 
in  Heaven’s  name  why  should  we  withhold  this 
pittance?  The  true  remedy  lies  in  the  oppo¬ 
site  direction.  If  it  be  discovered  that  more  is 
required  let  us  vote  for  appropriating  more 
money  for  the  same  purpose. 
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Mr.  Chairman,  if  this  Congress  shall  refuse 
to  make  this  appropriation,  I  do  not  want  to 
see  introduced  into  this  House  any  more  reso¬ 
lutions  in  behalf  of  the  suffering  population  of 
other  countries.  I  do  not  want  to  see  intro¬ 
duced  here  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Wood]  resolutions  of  sympathy  for  the 
people  of  Ireland,  as  he  did  the  other  day, 
when  he  is  not  willing  to  cast  his  vote  to  appro¬ 
priate  a  fund  intended  to  rescue  a  portion  of 
his  own  countrymen  from  the  most  horrible  of 
deaths.  I,  for  one,  am  willing  to  vote  this 
appropriation  and  run  the  risk  of  its  finding 
the  objects  for  whom  it  is  designed. 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  gen¬ 
tleman  a  question.  While  he  is  referring  to 
the  practice  of  England  in  reference  to  appro¬ 
priating  money  to  relieve  the  oppressed  of  Ire¬ 
land,  does  he  see  any  analogy  between  that 
case  and  this,  inasmuch  as  we  have  oppressed 
and  are  oppressing  the  people  of  the  South, 
and  now  propose  to  distribute  alms  to  them  as 
a  satisfaction  or  reparation? 

Mr.  BOYER.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  see  an 
analogy,  an  analogy  in  both  ways.  We  have 
oppressed  the  people  of  the  South  as  England 
has  oppressed  the  people  of  Ireland,  and  we 
are  asked  now  to  contribute  a  portion  of  our 
abundance  to  the  relief  of  their,  necessities  just 
as  England  contributed  from  her  abundance 
to  the  relief  of  the  necessities  of  the  Irish  peo¬ 
ple  whom  by  her  legislation  she  had  oppressed. 

Mr.  WOOD.  As  compensation  for  political 
persecution. 

Mr.  BOYER.  Not  as  compensation  for 
political  persecution.  But  I  should  be  glad, 
indeed,  if  the  majority  in  this  Congress  were 
to  show  a  disposition  to  offer  it  even  as  a  com¬ 
pensation  for  political  persecution ;  I  should 
be  glad  to  see  them  begin  here  to  make  com¬ 
pensation.  It  may  be  when  they  get  used  to 
this  form  of  humanity  they  will  extend  it  a  lit¬ 
tle  further.  It  may  be  when  they  get  used  to 
this  their  sympathies  may  go  forth,  not  only  to 
the  relief  of  the  material  necessities  of  the 
southern  people,  but  to  relieve  their  political 
necessities  also.  It  may  be  when  they  get 
used  to  relieving  them  from  starvation  they 
may  extend  a  helping  hand  toward  them  to 
relieve  them  of  the  military  despotism  which 
has  just  been  fastened  upon  their  necks. 

But  because  the  majority  of  this  House  will 
not  go  the  whole  length  this  day,  it  is  no  reason 
why  I  should  refuse  my  support  to  a  measure 
which  in  some  degree  does  give  relief  to  the 
suffering  people  of  the  South.  I  did  not  ex¬ 
pect,  at  least  from  this  side  of  the  House,  any 
opposition  to  this  proposition.  I  regarded  it  as 
a  practical  test  to  ascertain  to  what  extent  the 
proscriptive  legislation  to  which  this  House 
had  become  accustomed  had  produced  a  sort 
of  ossification  of  the  heart  on  the  part  of  the 
majority.  I  thought  it  was  a  good  measure  to 
expose  the  inner  lining  of  their  right  and  left 
ventricles.  But  I  am  sorr}^  to  say  that  some 
gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House,  with  whom 


it  has  been  my  custom  and  pleasure  to  act  orf 
general  matters  of  legislation,  should  take  a 
different  view  of  the  subject,  and  by  their  op¬ 
position  afford  some  sort  of  excuse  to  the 
other  side  for  withholding  in  this  instance  the 
exercise  of  their  humanity. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  time  I  trust  will  come 
at  some  future  day  when  the  people  of  this 
country,  of  all  sections,  shall  again  dwell 
together  in  peace  and  harmony.  The  time  I 
hope  will  come,  if  not  in  this  generation  at 
least  in  the  next,  when  the  foundations  of  our 
Government  will  again  rest,  as  of  old,  in  the 
affections  and  confidence  of  the  whole  people. 
That  is  the  wisest  legislation  which  hastens  the 
consummation  of  this  end  so  devoutly  to  be 
wished.  That  is  the  noblest  as  well  as  the 
wisest  legislation  which  exhibits  this  great 
Government  as  a  beneficent  agent,  clothed 
with  mercy  and  magnanimity  as  well  as  with 
resistless  power,  able  to  enforce  the  authority 
of  its  laws  against  all  opposers,  but  willing 
also  to  forgive,  to  protect,  and  to  save. 

The  passage  of  this  measure  will  remedy 
the  partial  and  halting  charity  which  has 
thus  far  characterized  the  operation  of  the 
Freedmen’s  Bureau.  Its  lawful  authority  does 
not  at  present  extend  so  far  as  to  enable  it  to 
minister  to  the  necessities  of  any  others  than 
negroes,  and  those  white  men  who  come  under 
the  designation  of  southern  u  refugees.”  Con¬ 
gress  has  put  millions  of  dollars  into  the  hands 
of  the  Freedmen’s  Bureau,  but  prohibited  its 
distribution  for  the  relief  of  any  other  than 
these  favored  classes.  This  resolution  is  in¬ 
tended  to  put  $1,000,000  into  the  hands  of 
the  officers  of  that  bureau,  to  be  distributed 
to  starving  Aten,  women,  and  children,  who 
are  neither  negroes  nor  refugees.  Since  we 
have  the  Freedmen’s  Bureau,  let  us  at  least 
ingraft  upon  it  this  feature  of  universal  in¬ 
stead  of  restricted  humanity.  On  the  other 
side  of  the  House  I  do  trust  there  may  be 
exhibited  a  feeling  which  will  be  some  sort  of 
answer,  as  far  as  it  goes,  to  the  imputation  cast 
upon  them,  I  think  with  some  reason,  that  their 
humanity  has  become  sectional  and  political. 

I  trust  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  in  their 
enthusiastic  desire  to  make  treason  odious  will 
not  include  in  the  category  of  their  penalties 
the  starvation  of  any  portion  of  the  people  of 
this  country,  whether  they  were  formerly  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  rebellion  or  not.  I  trust  that  sort 
of  ossification  of  the  heart  to  which  I  have 
alluded  may  not  have  proceeded  so  far  that 
there  is  left  in  their  breasts  no  chord  which 
will  vibrate  to  any  other  touch  than  that  of 
the  negro  and  the  office-holder. 

Now,  since  we  have  thrown  around  our  na¬ 
tional  flag  the  terrors  of  power  and  authority, 
and  in  the  exercise  of  these  attributes  have  har¬ 
rowed  the  southern  land  and  spread  de’solation 
throughout  its  borders,  and  brought  starvation 
to  the  doors  of  its  inhabitants,  it  is  fit  and 
decorous  as  well  as  safe  to  surround  our  na¬ 
tional  emblem  with  the  halo  of  humanity,  and 
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Hake  again  within  the  shelter  of  its  glorious 
folds  our  countrymen  of  all  sections,  parties, 
and  complexions. 

Mr.  BINGHAM  said: 

Mr.  Chairman  :  I  had  hoped  that  this  joint 
resolution  would  not  have  met  with  any  op¬ 
position  in  this  House,  and*  especially  upon 
the  Republican  side  of  it ;  and,  above  all 
things,  I  had  hoped  that  after  the  record 
made  by  the  Thirty-Ninth  Congress  no  Re¬ 
publican  would  undertake  to  say  in  this  Hall 
that  it  is  not  warranted  by  the  Constitution  to 
provide  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  any  part 
of  this  country  by  an  appropriation  out  of  our 
common  Treasury. 

Why,  sir,  at  the  first  session  of  the  last  Con¬ 
gress  a  bill  was  introduced  upon  the  Repub¬ 
lican  side  of  the  House,  which  I  had  the  honor, 
in  part,  to  aid  in  passing,  which  appropriated 
out  of  the  common  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  for  the  support  of  refugees  and  freed- 
men  in  the  several  States  lately  in  insurrection 
not  less  than  $7,000,000.  And  yet,  sir,  we  are 
to  be  told  to-day  that  that  legislation  is  not 
warranted  by  the  Constitution !  I  trust  that 
those  gentleman  who  recorded  their  votes  by 
yeas  and  nays  in  favor  of  the  appropriation  for 
this  purpose  by  the  Thirty-Ninth  Congress 
will  not  take  a  step  backward,  and  concede 
that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Butler]  is  right  in  the  position  which  he  has 
assumed. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  must  have 
made  myself  illy  understood  ;  what  I  said  was, 
that  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  the  strict 
constructionists  of  the  Constitution,  would  have 
said  in  the  earlier  days — before  the  war — that 
it  was  unconstitutional  to  make  any  such  appro¬ 
priation  ;  but  that  for  myself  I  had  got  far 
beyond  that  idea.  I  think  we  have  a  right  not 
only  to  appropriate  money  to  feed  these  people, 
but  to  appropriate  money  to  govern  them  ;  to 
make  them  do  exactly  what  we  say  they  shall 
do,  and  omit  to  do  exactly  what  we  say  they 
shall  not  do.  They  are  entirely  in  our  hands, 
and,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  have  no  doubt 
about  the  power. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  I  am  very  glad  to  know 
that  the  gentleman  does  not  object  to  the  power 
to  make  this  appropriation,  and  yet  he  certainly 
objects  to  the  object  of  the  joint  resolution,  and 
undertakes  to  cut  it  off  by  a  substitute  limiting 
our  charity  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those 
who  suffered  in  the  Libby  prison,  at  Anderson- 
ville,  and  Belle  Isle. 

Mr.  ELDRIDGE.  I  desire  to  know  whether 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  concedes  to  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Government  the  power  affirmed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Butler.] 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  It  is  too  late,  Mr.  Chair¬ 
man,  for  the  gentleman  to  address  to  me  an 
inquiry  of  that  sort.  I  have  too  often  during 
the  session  just  closed  and  before,  declared  in 
my  place  here  that  the  States  lately  in  insur¬ 
rection  are  as  exclusively  under  the  legisla¬ 


tive  power  of  the  United  States  Government, 
until  they  shall  be  again  restored  to  their  con¬ 
stitutional  relations  with  the  consent  of  Con¬ 
gress,  as  is  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  admit 
of  doubt  about  my  position  on  that  question. 
But  that  is  aside  from  the  present  discus¬ 
sion. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  admits 
that  he  has  no  constitutional  objections  to  urge 
against  this  bill;  yet  he  objects  to  it,  and  offers 
here  a  substitute  which  is  to  exclude  from  the 
charitable  consideration  of  this  Congress  every¬ 
body  save  those  who  are  already  provided  for 
by  your  existing  laws  in  twofold,  threefold, 
fourfold,  fivefold  the  measure  of  relief  pro¬ 
posed  by  this  bill.  Sir,  for  one  I  trust  that  so 
long  as  reason  holds  a  place  in  my  brain  I 
shall  never  forget  that  education  and  charity 
are  at  last  the  cheap  defense  of  nations. 

It  is  enough  for  me  to  know  that  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  common  Government  of 
this  country  there  are  men,  women,  and  chil¬ 
dren  who  are  suffering  from  famine,  lifting  up 
their  haggard  faces,  stretching  forth  their  skinny 
fingers,  and  asking  for  leave  to  eat  of  the 
crumbs  that  fall  from  your  well-supplied  ta¬ 
bles.  u  Tell  it  not  in  Gath;  publish  it  not  in 
the  streets  of  Askelon,”  that  the  American 
Congress,  having  the  control  of  such  resources 
as  never  before  acknowledged  the  sway  of  any 
other  Government,  will  permit  sixty  thousand 
of  their  countrymen  to  perish  for  bread  within 
the  limits  of  their  own  jurisdiction.  Espe¬ 
cially  let  not  the  Fortieth  Congress  be  false 
to  the  record  of  the  Thirty- Ninth  Congress, 
and  interpose  to  a  proposition  of  this  kind  any 
such  quibbling  objections  as  have  this  day  been 
insisted  upon. 

If  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who  per¬ 
ished  at  Andersonville  and  Libby  are  not 
already  sufficiently  provided  for  by  existing 
legislation  I  am  ready  to  vote  out  of  the  na¬ 
tional  Treasury  additional  supplies.  But,  sir, 
by  no  pretense  of  aiding  them  am  I  going  to 
be  diverted  from  contributing,  so  far  as  I  may 
be  able,  to  carry  into  execution  this  bill,  which 
has  come  to  us  from  the  Senate,  where  it  has 
been  passed  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote  of 
our  own  friends. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  desire  to  ask  the 
gentleman,  with  his  permission,  whether  he 
does  not  believe  that  if  an  investigation  should 
be  made  there  would  be  found  throughout  the 
northern  States  sixty  thousand  persons  who 
have  not  in  their  possession  bread  for  the  next 
year,  and  who  have  no  prospect  of  having  it 
unless  they  earn  it;  and  if  so,  would  there  not 
be  just  as  much  propriety  in  our  votirjg  money 
to  supply  them  with  bread  as  making  an  ap¬ 
propriation  to  supply  sixty  thousand  southern 
people? 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  If  I  understand  the  gen¬ 
tleman,  he  is  inquiring  of  me  whether  he  voted 
in  accordance  with  his  oath  and  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  Constitution  during  the  first  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  Thirty-Ninth  Congress,  when  h* 
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voted  to  appropriate  $7, 000, 000  for  that  very 
purpose. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  did  not  ask  the 
gentleman  anything  about  our  constitutional 
right  to  vote  money  in  this  way - 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  Well,  sir,  I  understand 
the  gentleman  to  ask  me  about  our  power  to 
make  such  an  appropriation  ;  and  I  say  that  it 
is  too  late  for  any  Republican  member  of  the 
Thirty-Ninth  Congress  to  raise  that  question. 
In  the  Thirty-Ninth  Congress  we  did  this  very 
thing;  and  I  propose  to  follow  that  example 
in  the  Fortieth  Congress. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  The  gentleman  does 
not  meet  my  question.  I  did  not  raise  any  con¬ 
stitutional  question  at  all.  I  simply  asked  fox 
light  in  regard  to  the  propriety  of  Congress 
voting  money  for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  Well,  sir,  if  there  is  no 
constitutional  objection,  I  think  no  man  living 
in  the  nineteenth  century,  in  the  serene  light 
of  Christian  revelation,  can  question  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  feeding  the  poor,  or  can  stop  to  haggle 
and  inquire  whether  the  man  famishing  at  his 
door  has  been  his  friend  or  his  enemy. 

He  will  not  forget  the  divine  teaching  of 
our  Master,  whose  intense  holiness  shed  ma-  ' 
jesty  over  the  manger  and  the  straw ;  who  by 
His  own  lips  commands  us  to  love  our  ene¬ 
mies,  and  by  the  tongue  of  his  Apostle  enjoins :  i 
“If  thine  enemy  hunger,  feed  him;  if  he  thirst, 
give  him  drink.'' 

I  trust  gentlemen  will  make  no  more  ques¬ 
tion  about  the  propriety  of  this  measure.  It 
is  not  a  question  of  propriety,  but  of  duty.  It  : 
is  enough  for  me  to  say  that  the  Christian  war¬ 
rior.  Major  General  Howard,  the  Havelock 
of  the  American  Army— the  man  who  won  his 
laurels'upon  the  immortal  field  of  Gettysburg, 
upon  whose  rocky  crest  the  sacrifice  was  made 
of  twenty  thousand  braves  who  perished  in  the  i 
fires  of  that  dread  conflict  in  defence  of  our 
country — is  to  distribute  these  alms  which  he  j 
asks  at  our  hands.  It  is  enough,  sir,  for  me 
to  know  that  he  recommends  it  and  is  to  be  ! 
the  almoner  of  our  bounty.  No  dollar  of  this 
money  will  cling  to  his  hands.  Allow  General 
Howard  to  have  the  disposition  of  this 
SI, 000, 000,  as  of  the  $7,000,000  appropriated 
by  the  last  Congress,  and  when  he  finds  men 
suffering  for  bread  he  will  feed  them.  Who 
will  object  to  that? 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH  rose. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  The  gentleman  must  ex- 
cus6  me. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  desire  to  say  I  will 
strike  hands  with  the  gentleman  in  the  grace 
of  Christian  charity,  although  I  cannot  follow 
him  as  high  as  he  goes  in  flights  of  fancy. 
What  I  desire  is  an  answer  to  my  question.  ; 
Should  an  investigation  be  made  throughout 
the  North,  would  not  more  than  sixty  thousand 
persons  be  fouud  who  have  not  bread  enough 
in  their  possession  for  the  next  year,  and  who 
have  no  prospect  of  obtaining  it  except  they 
raise  it?  If  so.  then  is  it  not  our  duty  to  hunt 


out  in  New  York,  in  Cincinnati,  in  Chicago, 
and  various  other  cities  the  poor  people  there 
and  feed  them  ? 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  Mr.  Chairman.  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  organized  represented  States 
of  this  Union  contain  sixty  thousand  men  or 
any  considerable  number  of  persons  for  whom 
there  is  no  provision  for  bread.  I  do  believe, 
on  the  other  hand,  in  every  one  of  those  States 
not  materially  disturbed  by  the  late  conflict  of 
arms,  there  are  ample  provisions  made  by  ex¬ 
isting  law  for  the  support  of  their  poor.  I  know 
it  is  so  in  my  own  State,  and  I  say  there  is  not 
sixty  thousand,  nor  sixty,  nor  even  ten  men 
within  the  limits  of  that  great  Commonwealth 
which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent, 
for  whom  there  does  not  exist  to-day  an  ample 
fund  provided  by  law  to  supply  their  necessary 
.  wants.  I  trust  the  gentleman  is  answered. 

But,  sir,  this  appropriation  is  meant  for  the 
people  in  the  yet  unorganized  southern  States, 
who  are  not  yet  permitted  by  our  own  law  to 
organize  local  State  governments.  We  have 
rightfully  declared  that  the  people  of  those 
States  shall  not  exercise  those  privileges  and 
functions  until  certain  preliminary  steps  shall 
have  been  taken.  Pending  this  movement,  we 
areinformed  by  the  head  of  the  Bureau  of 
Freedmen,  Major  General  Howard,  that  there 
are  sixty  thousand  persons  in  those  States  who, 
not  by  w’ant  of  industry  or  care  or  providence, 
but  by  reason  of  their  crops  having  perished 
in  the  field  by  the  visitation  of  Heaven,  must 
suffer  for  bread  before  the  spring  crops  can  be 
produced,  and  therefore  he  asks  this  appro¬ 
priation.  The  distinguished  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Butler,]  who  rendered 
good  service  in  the  field,  asks  us  to  apply  in 
time  of  peace  to  the  people  of  the  southern 
country  the  iron  rule  of  war.  Sir,  I  cannot 
consent  to  that.  No  war  rocks  the  continent, 
no  armed  rebellion  threatens  with  overthrow 
the  institutions  of  the  country.  The  pillars 
of  the  holy  temple  of  our  liberties  do  not 
tremble  in  the  storm  of  battle :  the  whole 
heavens  are  no  longer  covered  with  blackness, 
and  the  habitations  of  the  people  are  no  longer 
filled  with  lamentation  and  sorrow  for  their 
beautiful  slain  upon  the  high  places  of  the  laud! 
Thanks  be  to  God!  the  harvest  of  death  is 
ended  and  the  sickle  has  dropped  from  the 
hands  of  the  “pale  reapers”  on  the  field  of 
mortal  combat. 

Sir,  you  may  apply  in  the  day  of  war  the 
iron  rule  of  war,  and  say  that  the  innocent  and 
unoffending  in  the  beleaguered  city  shall  per¬ 
ish  with  the  guilty;  but  when  war's  dread 
alarm  has  ended,  as  happily  it  has  with  us, 
when  the  broken  battalions  of  rebellion  have 
surrendered  to  the  victorious  legions  of  the 
Republic,  let  no  man  stand  within  the  forum 
of  the  people  and  utter  the  horrid  blasphemy 
that  you  shall  not  have  regard  for  the  famish¬ 
ing  poor,  that  you  shall  not  give  a  cup  of  water 
I  to  him  that  is  ready  to  perish  in  the  name  of 
i  our  Master,  that  you  shall  not  even  relieve  the 
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wants  of  those  who  have  never  offended  against 
the  laws.  The  unoffending  little  children  are 
not  enemies  of  your  country  or  of  mine ; 
the  crime  of  treason  is  not  upon  their  souls. 
Surely,  surely  they  are  not  to  be  denied  your 
care.  The  great  French  patriot,  banished  from 
the  empire  for  his  love  of  liberty,  gathered  little 
children  around  him  in  his  exile  at  Guernsey, 
and  fed  them  from  his  own  table,  uttering  the 
judgment  of  our  common  humanity  in  its  best 
estate:  “Little  children  at  least  are  innocent, 
for  God  wills  it  so.” 

The  majority  of  those  who  are  to  be  the  ben¬ 
eficiaries  of  your  bounty  never  lifted  their 
hands  against  your  flag ;  they  are  unoffending 
children,  the  children  of  the  poor. 

The  men  who  own  the  broad  acres  of  the 
South  are  not  the  men  to  whom  alms  are  to 
be  distributed  by  General  Howard.  The  great 
majority  to  whom  this  bounty  will  go  are  the 
children  of  poverty.  Some  of  them  perchance 
may  have  been  driven  by  a  cruel  and  enforced 
conscription  to  serve  the  rebellion;  but  the 
great  majority  of  those  to  whom  this  charity 
will  go,  if  you  pass  the  bill,  are  widows  and 
orphan  children.  Under  no  pretense  of  assist¬ 
ing  the  orphan  and  widow  of  those  who  suf¬ 
fered  and  died  in  the  prisons  of  Libby  and 
Andersonville,as  martyrs  only.'can  suffer  and  die, 
will  I  refuse  my  support  to  this  resolution  of  the 
Senate.  The  sacred  dust  of  those  perished  braves 
would  rebuke  me  if  I  did.  Our  lost  braves  know 
that  mercy  is  an  attribute  of  God  himself. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  their  widows  and  children 
are  not  already  sufficiently  provided  for,  in 
God’s  name  provide  for  them  abundantly.  I 
a:n  ready  to  vote  any  additional  needed  relief 
to  them.  I  have  voted  hitherto,  I  know,  ten¬ 
fold  the  supplies  to  them  that  are  proposed  in 
this  resolution.  If  gentlemen  will  take  the 
pains  to  make  the  computation,  it  will  be  found 
that  this  joint  resolution  provides  only  to  the 
amount  of  a  fraction  over  eighteen  dollars  per 
capita  to  save  sixty  thousand  people  from  des¬ 
titution  during  the  space  of  five  months.  That 
is  the  head  and  front  of  its  offending.  Do  not, 
then,  I  pray  you,  ask  that  this  Government 
shall  degrade  itself  in  the  presence  of  the  civil¬ 
ized  world  by  refusing  supplies  to  its  own  citi¬ 
zens  who  are  famishing  for  bread,  and  stop  to 
inquire  of  the  starving  thousands  whether  they 
were  friends  or  enemies.  Sir,  you  cannot  dis¬ 
criminate,  if  you  would,  between  friends  and 
enemies  when  famishing  men  ask  for  bread. 

We  might  learn  a  lesson  upon  this  subject  by 
words  that  come  down  to  us  through  three 
thousand  years  from  Pagan  antiquity,  when 
famine  swept  over  Thrace,  and  a  father  in  his 
dying  agony,  appealing  to  that  charity  which  is 
the  divinest  of  all  the  virtues,  and  which  is  as 
universal  as  the  material  structure  of  man, 
cried  out,  “Xanthus,  good  Xanthus,  save  my 
child  from  famine.” 

Mr.  RANDALL  said: 

Mr.  Chairman :  Before  proceeding  with  the 
few  remarks  that  1  have  to  make  upon  this 


question,  I  desire  to  pay  my  humble  homage 
to  the  eloquent  speech  and  to  the  beautiful 
spirit  of  Christian  kindness  in  which  it  was 
uttered,  that  has  just  fallen  from  the  lips  of 
my  distinguished  friend  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Bing¬ 
ham.] 

It  is  not  my  purpose  in  considering  this  sub¬ 
ject  to  do  so  in  any  political  or  partisan  view. 
I  think  I  have  a  higher  and  a  purer  motive.  The 
information  comes  to  me  through  truthful  and 
reliable  sources  that  my  fellow-beings  in  the 
South  are  now  suffering  for  the  want  of  food, 
and  my  motive  in  voting  and  in  advocating  this 
appropriation  is  to  relieve  them.  I  do  not  mean 
to  be  led  astray  from  that  purpose  by  the  tech¬ 
nicalities  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  Wood,]  for  whom  I  entertain  great  re¬ 
spect,  and  I  trust  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
will  not  be  driven  from  the  adoption  of  this 
joint  resolution  by  the  blood-thirsty  acrimony 
and  hate  of  some  gentlemen  who  have  just 
spoken  against  this  proposition. 

The  debate  has  taken  a  wide  and  curious 
range,  but  the  greatest  curiosity  of  all  is  ex¬ 
hibited  by  the  distinguished  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Butler,]  who  rises  here 
in  his  place  and  makes  an  appeal  to  the  hand¬ 
ful  of  gentlemen  on  this  (Democratic)  side  of 
the  Llouse  to  cast  our  vote  against  this  appro¬ 
priation  because  it  is  in  apparent  conflict  with 
the  time-honored  State  right  principles  of  the 
party  we  represent.  For  myself  I  spew  his 
hypocritical  appeal  from  my  mouth,  and  if  I 
was  allowed  to  answer  for  those  around  me  in 
whom  he  seeks  to  rekindle  and  falsely  and  im¬ 
properly  use  those  sacred  principles  to  the 
injury  of  this  bill,  I  would  say,  Et  tu ,  Brute. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  are  people  in  the 
South  suffering  and  starving  for  the  whnt  of 
food.  Why  should  we  not  extend  to  them 
help  ?  I  know  of  no  more  humane  purpose, 
nor  one  which  springs  from  a  nobler  instinct, 
than  to  extend  help  according  to  our  ability  to 
save  from  starvation  a  people  at  our  very  doors 
who  are  unable  to  procure  food  for  themselves. 
This  we,  the  Representatives  of  the  people, 
are  able  to  do  from  at  present  an  abundant 
Treasury,  and  I  feel  we  shall  be  justified  in 
doing  it  at  this  time.  It  is  false  economy  to 
omit  such  an  expenditure  while  the  lives  of  so 
many  women  and  children,  claiming  to  be  our 
citizens,  are  in  such  want. 

Sir,  as  regard  economy  and  the  present  con¬ 
dition  of  the  Treasury  I  can  only  say  that  I 
have  during  four  long  jmars  watched  the  ex¬ 
travagance  of  two  Congresses,  and  I  have  in 
my  humble  way  endeavored  to  resist  many 
extravagant  and  needless  appropriations  ;  but 
here  we  have  a  Treasury  overflowing  with 
$150,000,000,  and  we  have  a  proposition  be¬ 
fore  us  to  appropriate  $1,000,000  for  a  starv¬ 
ing  people.  Sir,  while  my  constituents  have 
always  encouraged  me  in  resisting  the  extrav¬ 
agance  of  Congress,  I  shall  not  be  ashamed  to 
look  them  in  the  face  and  say  that  in  voting 
this  appropriation  I  did  it  from  the  impulses 
of  humanity,  and  I  venture  that  with  one  voice 
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they  will  say  to  me,  ‘‘Well  done.”  In  any 
event  I  have  my  own  approval  of  my  recti¬ 
tude  of  purpose.  I  trust  the  House  will 
speedil}1-  pass  this  resolution  and  concur  in  the 
previous  favorable  action  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  DONNELLY  said: 

This  bill  is  based  upon  the  declaration  con¬ 
tained  in  it,  that  there  is  actual  starvation  ex¬ 
isting  in  the  South.  It  is  upon  that  ground 
that  I  shall  vote  for  it,  and  upon  that  ground 
that  I  shall  oppose  the  amendment  offered  as  a 
substitute  for  it. 

Let  me  say  here,  that  by  the  terms  of  the 
Senate  resolution  the  benefits  to  be  derived 
from  it  are  not  confined  to  the  rebel  States, 
but  extend  to  the  southern  and  southwestern 
States,  in  which,  in  the  language  of  the  resolu¬ 
tion,  “starvation  or  extreme  want”  exists. 
This  is  not,  therefore,  a  measure  for  the  ben¬ 
efit  of  the  rebel  States  alone.  We  know  that 
throughout  that  whole  country  there  has  been 
a  desolating  war,  that  their  houses,  their  farms, 
their  implements  of  labor,  their  supplies  of 
food,  of  seed-corn,  of  domestic  animals  have 
been  to  a  great  extent  destroyed ;  and  we  know 
more  than  that,  that  in  many  parts  of  the  coun¬ 
try  they  have  suffered  from  a  failure  of  the 
crops.  W c  have  evidence  sufficient  before  us 
in  the  communication  of  General  Howard  which 
has  been  alluded  to  here,  that  “  extreme  desti¬ 
tution  and  starvation’  ’  do  exist  there.  It  is 
not  for  us  to  ask  by  what  means  they  have 
reached  that  condition ;  whether  they  have  ex¬ 
ercised  proper  industry  and  due  diligence  to 
prevent  the  condition  of  things  now  upon  them. 
It  is  sufficient  for  us  to  know  that  within  the 
limits  of  our  country,  under  the  flag  of  the 
United  States,  human  beings,  our  fellow-citi¬ 
zens,  are  suffering  from  the  pangs  of  starva¬ 
tion,  are  in  imminent  danger  of  that  most  ter¬ 
rible  of  all  deaths,  to  silence  at  once  all  the 
clamor  of  political  hatred.  In  the  presence  of 
death  the  acrimony  of  politics  should  disap¬ 
pear  ;  nothing  should  be  heard  but  the  voice  of 
humanity. 

I  have  somewhere  read  of  a  gallant  Swede 
of  the  army  of  Charles  XII,  who,  at  the  close 
of  one  of  the  great  battles  fought  under  that 
sovereign,  sought  to  assist  a  wounded  and 
dying  enemy,  giving  him  water  to  drink  from 
his  own  canteen.  In  the  very  moment  that  he 
was  thus  aiding  him  the  dying  man,  still  full  of 
the  rage  of  the  battle-field,  attempted  to  take 
the  life  of  his  benefactor.  The  gallant  soldier 
nevertheless  stayed  his  hand,  and  aided  with 
others  to  bear  him  to  a  place  of  safety.  When 
the  king  heard  of  the  noble  act  he  sent  for  the 
soldier  and  rewarded  his  humanity  by  promo¬ 
tion.  He  asked  him,  however,  how  it  came  that 
he  did  not  strike  an  enemy  who  thus  sought  to 
take  his  life  even  while  he  was  relieving  him. 
“Sire,”  he  replied,  “my  heart  would  not 
permit  me  to  strike  a  prostrate  and  helpless 
man.” 

So  I  say  now,  in  the  presence  of  this  suffer¬ 
ing  and  this  death,  I  have  not  the  heart  to  re¬ 


member  anything  save  only  that  these  people 
are  human,  and  “being  human,  pitiable.” 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  these  appeals  made  to 
the  natural  prejudices  and  natural  bitterness 
which  exist  in  our  hearts.  I  am  sorry  to  hear 
these  references  made  to  Andersonville  and 
Libby  prisons.  Let  us  recollect  that  if  we,  the 
Representatives  of  the  American  people,  after 
having  been  brought  face  to  face  by  official 
proof  with  the  knowledge  of  this  starvation  in 
our  land,  now  withhold  the  hand  of  relief,  then 
in  the  eyes  of  the  civilized  world  we  will  have 
placed  ourselves  upon  a  level  with  the  very 
rebels  who  starved  our  gallant  men  to  death. 

Neither  should  the  cry  of  economy  be  raised 
here.  I  have  shown  in  my  former  remarks 
upon  this  bill  that  what  we  are  asked  to  give 
is  but  a  pittance  from  each  individual  in  this 
land  ;  a  pittance  which  no  man  would  miss ;  a 
pittance  which  no  liberal-hearted  man  would 
refuse. 

The  chronicles  of  England  preserve  the 
memory  of  an  Anglo-Saxon  bishop  who  in  a 
time  of  famine  took  the  gold  and  silver  orna¬ 
ments  from  the  altars  of  his  churches  and  the 
decorations  from  their  walls  and  sold  them  to 
purchase  food  for  the  starving  multitudes;  and 
when  one,  who  looked  rather  to  the  letter  than 
the  spirit  of  religion,  would  have  rebuked  him 
for  his  act,  his  noble  answer,  which  will  live 
through  all  time,  was  given  :  “  That  it  was  bet¬ 
ter  that  the  living  temples  of  the  Lord  should 
be  fed,  even  though  the  dead  temples  of  the 
Lord  should  go  empty.” 

This  war  is  at  an  end.  The  bitterness  and 
acrimony  that  accompanied  it  should  die  with 
it.  We  must  base  this  Government  of  ours 
upon  the  love  of  the  people.  We  cannot  per¬ 
mit  the  now  empty  seats  upon  the  other  side 
of  this  Chamber  to  be  filled  by  a  race  of  men 
who  will  be  the  hereditary  enemies  of  the  land 
they  assist  in  governing.  This  Government, 
as  it  must  rest  upon  the  free  will  of  the  people, 
must  rest  also- upon  the  love  of  the  people. 
And  I  say  to  you  that  no  more  potent  agency 
can  be  found  to  that  end  than  the  passage  of 
such  a  measure  as  this.  There  is  no  man  in 
the  South  who  will  receive  for  his  starving 
family  the  aid  provided  by  this  joint  resolution, 
however  ignorant,  however  degraded  he  may 
be,  but  will  understand  that  that  help  comes 
to  him  from  the  North  which  he  has  been 
taught  to  hate ;  from  the  Yankee  Congress, 
which  he  has  been  taught  to  regard  as  his 
malignant  enemy.  I  say  to  you  that  it  will  be 
more  potent  than  reams  of  arguments  and 
tomes  of  speeches.  It  will  reach  the  hearts 
of  that  people,  and  must  produce  good  fruit 
for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  land. 

The  day  will  come  so  surely  as  God  reigns 
when  the  southern  people  will  understand  that 
every  step  which  has  been  taken  by  the  North 
has  been  for  their  benefit.  The  day  will  come 
when  the  industry  of  the  South  reviving,  with 
prosperity  existing  throughout  its  whole  length 
and  breadth,  under  equitable  and  just  laws, 
the  free  southern  people  will  rise  up  and 
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call  blessed  the  men  they  are  now  taught  to 
hate. 

Mr.  UPSON.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
where  he  finds  the  evidence  of  the  starvation  of 
which  he  has  spoken? 

Mr.  DONNELLY.  I  find  the  declaration 
in  the  letter  of  General  Howard,  an  officer  in 
whom  we  all  have  the  highest  confidence. 

Mr.  UPSON.  I  have  read  that  letter,  and 
I  cannot  find  the  evidence  there. 

Mr.  DONNELLY.  General  Howard  says 
in  his  letter  that  a  total  of  fifty- six  thousand 
nine  hundred  persons,  white  and  black,  “will 
need  food  from  some  source  before  the  next 
crop  can  relieve  them.”  And,  furthermore, 
he  stated  to  the  committee  of  the  Senate  that 
there  were  large  numbers  of  persons  in  actual 
want  and  in  imminent  danger  of  starvation. 

It  is  feared  by  some  that  this  appropriation 
may  be  misapplied.  But,  sir,  I  for  one  have 
confidence  in  the  officer  in  whose  hands  this 
appropriation  will  be  placed.  I  believe  that, 
under  his  direction,  it  will  be  applied  only  to 
the  purposes  recited  in  the  bill — to  meet  cases 
of  “  starvation  and  extreme  want.” 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  gentleman  from  Massa¬ 
chusetts  [Mr.  Butler]  has  sought  to  defeat 
this  bill  by  offering  an  amendment  in  the  nature 
of  a  substitute,  to  appropriate  the  amount  asked 
for  to  the  widows  and  children  of  those  of  our 
soldiers  who  perished  of  starvation  at  the  An- 
dersonville  and  Libby  prisons  and  the  other  rebel 
prisons  in  the  South ;  and  he  claims  that  those 
widows  and  children  are  now  enduring  great 
want.  I  must  think,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  there 
is  exaggeration  here.  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
American  people  will  suffer  any  such  suffering 
to  fall  upon  the  families  of  the  men  to  whom 
we  owe  such  an  incalculable  debt  of  gratitude. 
If  there  be  such  destitution  the  remedy  is  here 
in  these  Halls.  Amend  your  pension  laws ; 
extend  your  bounty  laws;  expand  the  limits 
of  your  liberality,  and  there  will  be  no  opposi¬ 
tion  from  those  who  advocate  the  passage  of 
this  bill.  For  one  I  feel  that  sitting  here  and 


legislating  for  a  united  country,  preserved  by 
the  valor  of  our  soldiers,  and  but  for  whom 
these  Halls  would  now  be  in  the  hands  of 
rebels,  we  cannot  do  too  much  for  the  men  who 
saved  us. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  amendment  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  But¬ 
ler]  should  be  adopted,  what  will  be  its 
effect?  It  will  be  heralded  all  over  the  South. 
The  demagogues  who  led  the  ignorant  people 
of  the  South  into  rebellion,  and  who  still  to  a 
great  extent  retain  their  confidence,  will  point 
to  it  as  an  unerring  indication  of  the  hatred  of 
the  North  toward  the  southern  people.  It 
will  add  another  link  to  the  chain  in  which 
they  hold  that  people.  The  very  laws  passed 
by  the  rebel  States,  and  which  have  been  al¬ 
luded  to  here,  are  an  indication  of  the  control 
which  those  leaders  have  upon  the  masses. 
If  by  adopting  the  amendment  you  virtually 
reject  this  great  measure  of  relief,  you  increase 
the  power  of  those  southern  demagogues. 

Mr.  Chairman,  you  do  more  than  that;  you 
diminish  Unionism  in  the  South;  you  de¬ 
prive  the  Unionists  of  all  argument;  you 
solidify  rebel  sentiment ;  you  intensify  rebel 
feeling ;  the  contrary  will  preva'il  if  this  bill 
should  pass.  No  man  doubts,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  this  rebellion  was  only  made  possible  by 
the  ignorance  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people 
of  the  South,  an  ignorance  which  still  exists 
among  them.  You  must  seek  to  raise  up  the 
standard  of  the  southern  people.  You  must, 
as  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Bixgham] 
has  well  said,  send  education  and  charity  hand 
in  hand  to  these  people.  You  must  reach  the 
minds  of  these  men  by  first  reaching  their 
hearts,  and  in  no  better  way  can  you  satisfy 
them  than  by  this  measure,  that  the  people  of 
the  North  are  not  the  enemies  of  the  people  of 
the  South ;  that  we  still  recognize  the  ties  of 
citizenship  which  once  bound  us  to  them,  that 
we  still  recognize  the  ties  of  humanity  which 
should  unite  us  to  them  and  to  all  the  people 
of  the  world. 


